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The Athenian Mercury. 
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Genefis, Chap. t1. Verf 26. . Terab was 


Seventy years old, and he begat 4bram, 
Vem 3% The days of Terah were 
Two hundred and five, and he died. 


Now bram went for Canaan, 
Seventy five years old , Chap: 12. 


Vert. 2. 
Qu. I. Ow the Queftion is, How Abram, 

going for Canaan, after the days 
of his Father, could be but Seventy five years 
old , when bis Father liv'd 200 and §, and 
Abram was born inthe 70th year of his Age? 
but if it bad been that Terah liv'd 145 5 then 
the Computation is Right, I defire you Students 
of Little Athens, in Smith's Coffee-Houfe, ro 
Reconcile this Difference, _ 

er Pa, was 205 years old when he 

ea. 

Ti ab was 70 years old when he begat -4- 

babam. 

Abraham was 135 years old when Terah 
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Abrabam was 75 Years old when he went 

into Charran out of Haran, which.was 
alfo so-years before Terab dyed, ‘from 
whence ( and not before) he removed, 
after his Father’s death, into Canaan ; 
Compare your own Citations with the 
7th Chapter of Aéts, and you'l find all 
the difficulty reconcild. 

Queft. 2. Though I know (Gentlemen ) that 
you want mot Sphynx’s to help you to Grift to 
your Mill, ana that the Devil of Delphos ne're 
drove a better Trade in Queftjons and Anfwers, 
yet becaufe I am a well-wifher to the pretty Art 
of Tying and Untying , therefore I prefent you 
with a Bow-knot ( as they call it ) though no 
Gordian one, i.€. to give a Rational Account 
of the Modus of Sympathy and Antipathy 3 if 
by Effuvinms , How tis done? e/pecially in 
heavy Bodies, as in cafe of Mahomet’s Tomb 
between two Loadftones, or the like, ( if that 
be not taken for granted) and why the Body 
more kindly draws, or draws to that than any o- 
ther? 8c. and fo of Antipathy ¢ Contra, 

Pray Anfwer them, for I defign to Reply. 

Anonymus Anargyrus- 

Anfw. As to requiring a Rational Account 
of the Modus of Sympathy and Spat ase . 
whether by Effluviums or no, we refer you 
to what Des Cartes and Mr. Boyle has faid of 


it, being willing to make an Ingenious Con- 
fethon - That we believe itis a Subje@ of 
fuch a Nature, as is Par proves tor ie 
Exercife of Wit, noc : < von. 
Bat fince You, J8 ieee Hf You van 
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oblige the Wor iW Circle, Ton fire 


either that, or Squaring th 


om. 


Encouraged by the Pertinent Rep 

Ingenions Society make to the Toe 
_ Queries, wherewith the Wits and Would- 

be-wits are pleas’d to Exercife you: I pre- 

fume-at laft to trouble‘ you with the fol- 
lowing Queftions s Your fpeedy refoluti- 
on whereof, af togerber, will keep up in 
my_ breait the honourable efteem which 
is there born (even to the erecting an Al- 
tar Of Admiration) to the Unknown Arhe- 
nians, by their very Friend and humble 
Servant, &c. 


__ QU. 4. Tour Opinion, whether "tis poffible,and 
if fo, how Paflion may be utterly [ubdu'd in one, 
who, though fomerimes forrify'd ( as himfelf 
thinks) Impregnably by Reajon, Religion, and 
Relative bonds againft it 5 is yet pom fome occa- 
fions fo vidlently tranfported therewith, that at 
fuch times he cannot truly be call'd Compos 
mentis ? 

Anfw. Refolution and Judgment are ab- 
folutely neceflary to the Conqueft of fach 
Enemies——'tis no Cowardife to fear ill 
things and avoid them; This is one Inftance, 
fly all occafions, and often give your felf the 
ibe of thinking, which, with Religion, 
will render you a Conqueror. 

Qu. 5. Two perfons, not unfurnifht with Re- 
ciprocal biking. Reafon and Courage ( The In- 
gredients of Friendthip ) dejirous, for the fu- 
ture, of fecuring their Mutual Affettion from 
the Severe Shocks to which it bas bitherto been 
expos d by their own mifiunderftandings, and o- 
thers mifchievous defigns of Separating them, In- 
treat your Advice , bow they fhall beft fecure 
their Friendfhip inviolable, and continue fiedfaft 
to each other in all places, at all times, and in e- 
very condition ? 

Anjw. Make much of, and chearfull 
accept all mutual Offices of Friendthip, at 
when any thing appears to be a breach ; 
that Sacred Bond, fufpedt its pretences, 
make Excufes for your abfent Friend; bur 
if when he’s prefent he cannot defend his 
Carriage, pitty him, and be proud that 
have an opportunity of making him a 
tor to you againft che next-time that you 
oO . 


ving 


~ Queft. 6. I am certainly Informed , That 
fome bale Wretches have Be raed and bely’d 
me mojt unmercifully, in feveral places s They . 
are {uch intolerable Cowards as not to anji 


them the Merit of their Services , and Publickly 
are fuch true Tra- 
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derate punifbment to thefe un-com-at-able Raf- 
calls? ge 
Anf, Either they have injur'd you or not if 
they have not, ‘tis injuftice to demand Sa- 
tisfaction: if they have, cca wm fuch 
opportunities are put into your hands to ex- 
ercife your verte : 2 noble great Spirit is 
onely fit to receive Injuries, and not be mo- 
ved: without this Exercife, true Generofity 
languithes, and dwindles into the bafenefs of 
little Revenges.. The nobleft Revenge is 
upon thofe domeftick Enemies we carry 10 
our Bofoms, which are always betraying 
our Calmer Peace with appearances ; Se- 
cure thefe.and all outward Efforts fall before 
they reach you, or recoil back to their O- 
riginal, and carry their Effects with em. 
Qu. 7. Whether after fundry honourable me- 
thods taken, which have prov’d ineffethua!,to ad- 
vance the Fortune of one, too well bred tocom- 
ply with rhe Common mean fhifts of Scraping a 
Livelybood, and who ( for Reafons not to be na- 
med) likes not to engage in Arms at prejent , 
perhaps he has not met with the Reward of bis 
Services; The High-way be not as honourable 
and laudable a Stage to appear upon, as a Shop, 
efpecially fince in that Loans hall be defir'd one- 
ly of perfons capable ; And tn this, a4 us made 
fih that comes to Net 3 Rich or Poor, Acquain- 
tance or Strangers being alike fure to be cheated, 
if not by their own Judgment deliverea from 


That fate ! 


———For in this City 


( Asin a Fought Field,Crows and Carcaffes) 
No dwellers, but Cheaters, and Cheateez. 


Anfw. 1 know not whether fuch Refolu- 
tions would bear the Teft, if Man were an 
Independant Creature, but as he is depen- 
dant, he ought to confider, that che Univer- 
fal good is look’d at by the Divine Author 
of Beings, more than to gratifie the particu- 
lar humour of this or that perfon: bur ‘tis 
obfervable, that among all the various Dif- 
penfations of Providence, no perfon is fo dif- 
pos’d of, but it lies in his power to be great 
and honourable, that is (in other terms ) 
be Vertuous ami Juft: ’tis not the meannefs 
of a Calling that truely denominates one to 
be mean, but mean and fordid management 
of any Calling. A Shop is honourable, un- 
der fome Circumftances, but a High-way 
under none. 


My own Praftice has confirmed my Credit to 
that Ancient Doétrine , that our Coun- 
try claims a Debt from us; *7i for o- 
thers therefore, more than my own fake, 
that I am bold to Query, 


Queft. 8. Whether fince nothing is more evi- 
deyt, than that all Governments ( of what fort 
foever ) bonour thofe towbom they owe thesr cre- 
ation, with Lefs Reward, than fuch as refift- 
ed that Conftitution, tik forced ro fubmit there- 
unto by thofe. AK who bave any (and all ought 
to have fome') care and regard to their own pri- 
vate weal, and the profperity of their Families, 
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are not difcharged ( at leaft in this ungrateful. 
left Age ) from Thus ferving the Publick, where. 
by, in all probability, they hazard the welfare of 
their own dear felves, and dearer Pofterity ? 
—Probarum ! 
Anfw. There is a Debt toour Coun- 
try, and the Adage will always hold , Non 
nobis ipfis nati fumus 5 and what fignifies it to 
my Duty, if another is unjuft to me, it can. 
cels not mine: My Vertue is the Greate 
if I can lay by all Mercenary Pretenfions,an 
act chiefly for the Reward of Vertue; other 
additional favours make me not the better 
Man, and then it is certain the want of ’em 
can’t make me worfe. The injury of nor 
giving me my due, is the Creditors, if he’l! 
not repay, he is an ill Man 3 and therefore 
deferves my pitty, and I alfo come, under 
the fame predicament , if I don’ give it, 
Quo. Whether dowyon account the beft Chri- 
fiians,and the mojt in the Right;thofe Eliza Pro. 
teftants,to whom the Liturgy andEngli(b Hier ar- 
chy owe if not their Formation,théir Foundations 
to which you may add the moft Eminent Divines 
in James and Charles the Firft’s times, who ne- 
ver honour’d the Romifh Hierarchy with milder 
Epithets than Antichrift, Man of Sin, Idola- 
trous Papifts, Synagogue of Satan, and fuch 
like — Or, our better-bred Dottors of the prefent 
Age, who Complement the fame Conftitution with 
the Civil Litles of Romanitts—Gentlemen of 
Rome— Charch of Rome—Qid Geritleman, 
ay ,, and fometimes Reverend Father, e¢— 
nfm. The Anfwer is ‘molt proper to 
be ask’d by the Authors themfelves ; though 
if we mult give our Opinion, Religion ought 
not to take its value from Epithets, or 
Names, either given or received ; but from 
itsown innate Conftitution; and if fo, both 
might be beft,and both might be worft. The 
Querift is too Judicious co be ignorant of 
what we mean. 

Queft. 10. How can we eat Blood, things 
Strangled,or offer'd unto Idols, and be guiltlefs ? 
fince’tis what St. Paul prohibits, Aes 15.29. 
And the former of which God bimjelf forbids , 
even before the Levitical Law, Gen.9.4- which 
may be ftill obligatory as well as Verfe the 6th that 
Law againft Murther , Whofoever fheddeth,8c. 
though the Levitical Law be aboli{h'd, 

Anfw. See Vol. N— Q— 

Queft. 11. Zo what end and purpofe our Dj- 
vines begin their Prayer fo low, as none fhall hear 
them: mocking their Auditors; and, I fear, 
mocking God: fince they take oceafion to repre- 
hend the Church of Rome,from 1 Cor.14. And 
can it any more profit their hearers to whifper a 
Prayer, than to pray in an unknown Tongue ? To 
what end and purpofe, I fay then, are they folow 
at the beginning of their Prayer,Joudér at the late 
ter end, and louder than that in their Sermon ? 
And why not as loud in their Prayer as Sermon? 
fince they expett the Church to joyn with them , 
when they fay, Let us Pray, cc. 

Anjo. 1 believe it Accident more than 
eee, wir pg being more warm af- 
ter. it ought (in-our opinion) to be alwa 
fo loud, as to be diftingtly heard ; if ‘tis wi 
cis either Infirmity, or an Error. 
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